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Crawford County offers the hiker a
variety of trails and terrain, each with
its own perspective. Hike the ridges
and discover a birds-eye view of river
valleys stretching to the horizon. Hike
the valleys and find secluded trails that
wander through unspoiled country.

For those preferring

developed trails, begin

with the state parks.
__ Wyalusing State Park
offers 14 miles of trails,
~ | including Turkey
~ Hollow Trail, ideal for
~ wildlife  observation.
Right  across  the
Mississippi  River in
Iowa, Pikes Peak State Park presents a
stunning view of the confluence of the
Mississippi and Wisconsin Rivers. Effigy
Mounds National Monument offers 14
miles of developed trails meandering
: throughout the 2500-acre park, which is

- home to hundreds of preserved Indian
o, i‘ﬁ burial mounds.

,..;efg For the more adventuresome, Crawford
[ip e

. County contains six Natural Areas main-
~4 i@ tained by the DNR. The areas provide

- preservation and enjoyment of pristine
\,i‘ native prairies and wildlife species, ac-
3

:;" cessible by undeveloped footpaths.
: |
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For bicyclists, Crawford County truly has
the best of both worlds: varied terrain
and unsurpassed scenery. The bike route
system on the map side of this guide
utilizes “roads as routes” - a combination
of lesser-traveled county and township
roads. The route system works equally
well for touring,
offering motorists
and motorcyclists
an oft-the-beaten-
path guide to
rural  Crawford
County.

The central corridor of the route system
follows the Kickapoo River Valley, a roll-
ing ride that takes you through some of
the most scenic stretches in the Midwest.
Branching from the Central Corridor are
several “loops” that take you into more
challenging terrain and exceptional
scenery; into the heart of the landscape
that makes Crawford County so special.
Small towns and friendly people greet
you along the way.

Enjoy a memorable ride amid the Drift-
less topography of Southwest Wisconsin,
an experience that will surly merit an-
other visit and another route.

Whether casting a lure from the seat of a
bass boat, or casting a fly from your hip
waders, Crawford County offers some of
the best fishing in the world.

The Mississippi River is renowned for
bass and walleye fishing, presenting chal-
lenges for the recreational fisher looking
to land a prize worthy of a photo. Several
boat landings between Prairie du Chien
and De Soto provide access, while bait
shops provide the lure. And for those
without a boat, or just looking for a new
experience, try the fishing barges located
below the lock and dams in Lynxville and
Genoa.

The Driftless Area also
boasts world-class fly
fishing. Streams feed-
ing the Mississippi, [§
Wisconsin, and Kick-
apoo Rivers are full of
brook and brown trout,
just waiting for that ¥
perfectly cast fly. An-
glers are encouraged to
contact knowledgeable guides who know
the lay of the land, where to access pri-
vate land, and what lures are working.

Henling

The rugged land of Crawford Coun-
ty is bordered by three rivers, offering
outdoor recreation enthusiasts a virtual
playground of boating possibilities. From
power boating on the Mighty Mississippi
to canoing and kayaking on the Wiscon-
sin and Kickapoo Rivers, having fun in
Crawford County begins on the water.

Several boat landings along Crawford
County’s Great River Road provide ac-
cess to the Mississippi, a paradise for
pleasure boating and ]
world-class  fishing. |-

sloughs are perfect for |+
cruising, tubing, and | .
water skiing, while the
backwaters offer seren- |
ity and frequent obser-
vations of wildlife.

The Wisconsin River has long been
known as a haven for canoeists and kay-
akers. The stretch along Crawford Coun-
ty is replete with plenty of sandbars for
overnight camping. And the Kickapoo
River, known as “the crookedest river in
the world,” meanders aimlessly through
sun-drenched farm fields, shaded wood-
lots, and densely forested wildlife areas
that comprise Crawford County’s mid-
section.
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| Blessed with three
major rivers that pro-

L vide waterfowl habi-
tat, Crawford County
offers bird watchers an
+| abundance of viewing
opportunities. Craw-
ford County borders
: =& the Mississippi Riv-

er Flyway, a major migratory route for

songbirds and waterfowl that rivals the
busiest airports for takeoffs and landings.

Several observation areas along the river
provide ideal locations for viewing and
photography. The National Audubon
Society lists 10 locations, including two
“hotspots,” along the Great River Road
that are home to dozens of species. And
frequent Bald Eagle sightings add excite-
ment to any bird watcher’s day.

Inland, the Kickapoo River Valley pro-
vides a haven for signature species such
as the Sandhill Crane and the Great Blue
Heron. The Great Wisconsin Birding
& Nature Trail lists the Kickapoo Riv-
er State Wild- | ——
life Area near Y o9
Wauzeka and the [ A

Hogback  Prai-
rie State Nature
Area by Steuben
as prime bird
watching areas.
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“Camping with a view” might best de-
scribe Crawford County’s variety of out-
door lodging opportunities. Whether
setting up in Wyalusing State Park over-
looking the confluence of the Wisconsin
and Mississippi Rivers; or staking your

tent along the Kickapoo River, the best
view awaits just outside your tent flap.

The Mississippi
Valley provides
several camp-
sites in addition
to  Wyalusing
Park;  private
campgrounds
in Prairie du Chien and Lynxville, and
public campgrounds like Blackhawk
Park near De Soto, the site of the 1832
Battle of Bad Axe. They all provide easy
access to the river and stunning views of
the Mighty Mississippi.

Several communities along the Kickapoo
River provide village campsites, includ-
ing Soldiers Grove, Gays Mills, Steuben,
and Wauzeka. These campsites hug the
banks of the Kickapoo and are perfect for .
launching canoes or kayaks. And they = =
serve as the starting point for exploring |
the Kickapoo Valley, one of the most pic- '

turesque settings in the Midwest. )
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HISTORICAL MARKERS / ~— S
1. Great River Road - Highway 35 VEBNON 7~ Co ¢ 7 L\ Grove
2. Black Hawk Recreation Area & Marker — DeSoto 1) B\ D AVAS 2D ‘”’ﬂ““‘m[ e N T N T W S = i ST -.-.-{. tet— sv%»,"._".ii*.._._. 14
3. Observation Deck - Ferryville s CHﬂWFU RD “ex ﬁf‘-‘c W 55 Tl E -_—-” Y 2 - ARV . x 3
4, Rafting on the Mississippi Marker — Lynxville - é ég - f '.“_%x %) - A (g gﬁ (J) - om0 m“\%- _ /i g o Bl
5. US Lock & Dam #9 - Lynxville N[ ¥ ' i SN A e \ Y ,% ol Swgh =N
6. Effigy Mounds National Monument — Marquette, IA N JF L~ | .
7. Lady Luck Casino — Marguette, IA 8 o JFONE
8. Villa Louis Historical Site & Markers — Prairie du Chien {, Voo |
9. Prairie du Chien Marker 12 P
10. Fort Crawford Museum & Markers — Prairie du Chien g & “ONorth | s éﬁ
11. War of 1812 Marker — Prairie du Chien & Eraﬂ?{r .f_;;s* o )
12. Marquette & Jolliet Marker — Prairie du Chien i 5 " o
13. Black Hawk’s Surrender Marker - Prairie du Chien = AT ?
14. Wisconsin Travel Information Center — Prairie du Chien | R %, N ﬁ:‘;‘ & “!pf‘
15. LaRiviere Park & Horse Trail — Prairie du Chien & o R
16. Pikes Peak State Park — McGregor, |1A » Enghsh . Bun Ut
17. Wyalusing State Park — Bagley ) /g L5 &
18. Indian Mound Wayside — Highway 60 i -3 1 Rolling &~ 2 iy
19. Kickapoo Indian Caverns — Wauzeka (Closed until further notice.) — : o 3 i terli A round| _ A ),
20. LWR Genealogical and Historical Research Center — Wauzeka - Bt ¢ “"jﬂ\ g g= 8 erling 3 1P ¢
21. Phetteplace Display — Wauzeka ¢ E & F‘;ﬁm” =171 L = o : 3
22. Scenic View - Seneca Wisconsin S/ A K RN e F, = (e
23. County Fairgrounds — Gays Mills Twin Citles * by X, N o ome oy %\ QK ) { fioson W e
24, Museum of the Kickapoo — Gays Mills ' (Y @ A ge ] d ", &
25. Log Cabin Heritage Park — Gays Mills - N PP - i W . g
26. Apple Orchard Marker — Gays Mills p. “ff” > R,

27. Soldiers Grove Origin Marker . ! i . j i OEL Gy | # IHiaicen
28. Solar Town - Soldiers Grove ﬁ:’:rﬁfrm | ~ 3
29. Congressional Medal of Honor Memorial — Soldiers Grove R

180 Mllwautaa.;!

30. James Davidson Marker — Soldiers Grove =
31. Wauzeka Bottoms Natural Area - Wauzeka Madison
32. Hogback Prairie Natural Area - Steuben ' -
33. Limery Ridge Savanna Natural Area - Prairie du Chien '
34. Sugar Creek Bluff Natural Area - Ferryville

35. Rush Creek Natural Area - Ferryville . Cedar Rapids o ;
36. Kickapoo Wild Woods State Natural Area - Wauzeka =L Al :
37. Governor Lucey Historical Marker - Ferryville
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Route Topographical Profiles EASTMAN LOOP
The following profiles show changes in elevation of|
each route. The vertical elevation scale is consistent for [g ™
all routes; however the horizontal mileage scales have %'”’ i E'al.-'ﬁ*rrr,s
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